
YUPeace, to me, is everything that I believe in. Fervently I believe in peace as a state of mind, the 

goodness of people, in love, openness and warmth. I am eternal optimist and there's no room for 

negative thoughts in my life. In my family there was a lot of talk about the war, and also about the 

severity of poverty, and never about taking sides and attackers. The point of these stories is to keep 

us humble and not to turn us against invisible enemies. I'm endlessly grateful to my family because 

they allowed me to make my own opinions and to objectively inform myself, and not to blame the 

entire population for the actions of individuals and to breed hatred of any nation. This project exists 

for a reason and has a difficult and slow task. This project will be a need for society for as long as 

there are people who transfer prejudices from generation to generation and obediently take 

someone else's hatred, people who desperately need rinsing mind with chamomile, empathy and 

understanding. Because of the training this project provides, young people have the opportunity to 

hear about the horrors of war as such, with all parties talking about it directly and accurately. New 

knowledge awaken the responsibility and maturity in us, because we see that we all lost something 

in war, and that good and bad people exist everywhere. Simply, this is the only way to eradicate 

prejudices although this way demands patients and it is time-consuming. 

Upon arrival at my first camp I experienced infectious feeling that accompanies peacekeepers on 

joint meetings, the epidemic of joy and friendship that is felt in the air, so strong that it is palpable 

and absolutely addictive. The fact that a group of people can radiate and emanate joy and peace, 

creating an immediate feeling of welcome totally blew my mind out, because in my life I have never 

experienced such a strong feeling and I did not realize how much I needed it. When you are 

surrounded by people whose initial reaction to each new creature they stumble across is to embrace 

it and offer friendship in such a simple way that you can just soak up the energy and bang your head 

because you thought you know who you are, what you are and that you have control over your life. 

Such an oasis just convinced me how funny we are when we walk around with the guard and 

excessive caution towards every human being. I realized how we all have in ourselves a fear of 

people, treating them with an unhealthy dose of doubt. This taught me to look at people as a friend 

until proven otherwise, not the other way around. 

My second camp I experienced a completely different way than the first, because I came without my 

long-time friends who would be my base and constant for building relationships, and I am immensely 

grateful to have been prompted by the situation to plant as many friendships and give my best to 

reach out to everyone I see. That's why I came back home richer for friendship, or at least the 

warmth of each person I met at the camp, as opposed to the first camp when the meeting was 

spontaneous and casual, and where I mostly spent time with more familiar faces. At camp I had the 

role of assistant, which in addition to the responsibilities carried a wonderful opportunity to 

personally influence the participants in a different way than before. Now I was their confidant whom 

they can turn to, or the person who can quietly push them out of their comfort zone and into the 

zone of new experiences. I am very happy that I noticed that the new participants need just a little 

encouragement, a friendly chat, to free themselves, relax and fully experience the beauty and magic 

of the project. This second camp enriched me so much more and penetrated much deeper into my 

core. That is when I truly began to live peace. 

Award Krunoslav Sukić YUPeace for me was a special experience that led into perspective the 

importance and size of this project, thousands and thousands of young people with same 

experiences and pride to belong to this network. Then came a weekend visit to Tuzla, when in three 

days we managed to box in the whole set of memories and in the impossibly short time managed 



again to become true friends with new people. 

Finally, the weekend visit to Sombor, inspiration to finally put my emotions on paper, because again 

in the impossibly short time happened so many things, so many wonderful and harrowing things, 

sometimes at the same time, after which I knew that the people I met and the friendships I gained in 

this project are not transitory and will not fade. Once more I realized what was really important. 

I'm still new project member, I attended two camps and two weekend visits, and it's amazing how 

time wise this seems small compared to the intensity of my emotions. In these thirty days completely 

new feelings woke up in me, concept of PEACE has become something I say when someone asks me 

to tell them something about myself. I met people who made me complete and without whom I 

cannot imagine my day, let alone life. The thought that I will not see them for a longer  period of 

time, which is quite normal, causes me to tear up. Every network activity changes me from the 

ground up and adds something to my attitude, communication with others. What makes this project 

so successful is the fact how emotions we bring are so obvious, simple and pure, they act as a 

magnet and one of the few things that doesn't reduce by  giving it away, it only doubles. 

My name is Mirna Hodzic, I come from Tuzla and I have 18 years. My first contact with the peace 

network was when I was 16 years old, and since then YUPeace is an indispensable part of me. We 

were curious to discover and relive the experience of the peace camp which we heard about in the 

teenagers club, but we didn't know how nice it is to belong, just to belong. It's the best feeling in the 

world. We recently were asked to write down what our safe harbor is, a place where we are who we 

are. My safe place is not a place, but anywhere in the world where I am in the crowd of those people, 

people who with the power of their minds make our arms grow and grow, so you can hug the whole 

group, all at once. After each meeting my heart is full, and it beats fast from the intensity and 

amount of love. 

 


